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TAGS: MTN, ETRD 
SUBJECT: MTN REQUESTS 

REF: STATE 140975 

1 . EMBASSY INFORMED MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
CONTENTS REFTEL REGARDING US EFFORTS TO RESPOND TO MTN 
REQUESTS. GOJ MADE ITS SUBMISSION EARLY IN 1978 AND 

NO SUPPLEMENTARY REQUESTS ARE EXPECTED. 

2. IN A SPEECH ON JUNE 14 FOR GOJ BUDGET DEBATE, FOREIGN 
MINISTER P. J. PATTERSON MADE SEVERAL COMMENTS REGARDING 
STATUS OF MTN. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF PATTERSON’S 
REMARKS: 

AFTER THE GREAT EXPECTATIONS IN SEPTEMBER 1973 WHEN 
THE METN BEGAN, THE GOJ NOW FINDS THAT MANY OF THE 
NEGOTIATING PRINCIPLES ENSHRINED IN THE TOKYO 
DECLARATION, SUCH AS NON-RECIPROCITY ON THE PART 
OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, ARE BEING SERIOUSLY 
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ERODED. 

IN THE ADDITION, THE GOJ FINDS THAT THE TOKYO ROUND 
HAS LOST ITS MULTILATERAL CHARACTER AND IS NOW LARGELY 
CHARACTERIZED AS A SERIES OF BI-LATERAL NEGOTIATIONS 
AMONG THE MAJOR TRADING POWERS. 

SUCH ADVANCES AS HAVE BEEN PROPOSED IN THE TARIFF 
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FIELD ARE NOW IN SERIOUS DANGER OF BEING WITHDRAWN 
OR SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED. AS REGARDS THE PRIORITY 
SECTOR OF TROPICAL PRODUCTS IN WHICH COUNTRIES LIKE 
JAMAICA HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST HARDLY ANY IMPROVEMENTS 
HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE OFFERS BY THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. 
THE HEAVY HAND OF PROTECTIONISM IS ARRESTING PROGRESS 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH COULD BRING ABOUT ANY 
MEANINGFUL LIBERALIZATION OF WORLD TRADE. 

WHATEVER EMERGES FROM THIS LATEST ROUND OF TARIFF 
NEGOTIATIONS. WHETHER MODERATE OR MINIMAL TARIFF CUTS. 
DRAFT CODES OF INTERNATIONAL CONDUCT WHETHER ADEQUATE 
OR ILL CONSIDERED - IT WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE THE 
LAST MAJOR MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATION OF THIS KIND FOR 
A LONG TIME TO COME. 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO REVERSE THE TIDE OF PROTECTIONISM 
WHICH IS THREATENING THE NEGOTIATIONS. WHAT IS REQUIRED 
IS A NEW AND MAJOR EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS 
DO ACHIEVE A LARGE MEASURE OF TRADE LIBERALIZATION 
PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 
IRVING 
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